CHAPTEE V
THE CONTBOL OF PARLIAMENT

IK cases of the kind just mentioned, we might
almost imagine that if by some silent and miraculous
revolution the House of Commons were swept
out of existence, while the other parts of our Con-
stitution were left standing, the progress of events
in all essentials would have been little different from
what it was,  The function fulfilled by the House
of Commons, though it looked all-important, was in
reality nearly otiose.  Let us imagine that in 1893
Gladstone and his colleagues had been elected by
the direct choice of the constituencies, instead of
by a process of secondary election through the
Houses of Parliament,   Instead of sending a number
of delegates to London to support Mr. Gladstone
until he thought fit to resign or dissolve, the Liberal
and Nationalist electors of the three kingdoms
might have cast their votes at once for the Liberal
statesman and for such other public men as he
desired to assist him in the government,of the
country,  And suppose the Ministry thus chosen had
"tabled'1 its Home Rule Bill before the nation on
the 1st of February, by means of the Queen's
printers, and had announced that on the last day of
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